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The energy department has 
stopped the process leading to 
putting a final cap on 255,000 
cublc yards of radloact~ve maten- 
a1 buried in Lewiston at the Niag- 
ara Falls Storage Slte. 

.Area residents want to make 
sure it doesn't start up agaln. 

Timothy Henderson. president 
of Residents Organized for Le- 
u  sto on-Porter's En\  l ronment.  
sees the fact that the energy de- 
partment has turned to the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences to 
review the adequacy of the de- 
partment's plan as hopeful. They 
wouldn't go to all thls trouble if 

they just ~ntended to dismlss the 
academy's flndlngs out of hand, 
he reasons. 

But R. Nils Olsen Jr., attorney 
for ROLE, wants to make sure 
that the academy- won't just rub- 
ber stamp the energy depart- 
ment's proposed final cap. 

He quizzed Ronald E. K ~ r k  on 
the makeup and independence of 
the panel at  an "ava~labllity ses- 
slon," or open house, held there 
Thursday. Kirk IS the energy de- 
partment's slte manager for the 
Lewiston site. 

Klrk said he didn't know who 
from the academy would be on 
the panel. The  energy depart- 
ment has asked the panel to re- 
view other department actions m 
the past, he sald. Kirk sald he 
thought most of the scientists 

9 one. 
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EXPLAINING A POINT: Ronald E. Kirk, right, site manager for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, talks to Stanley Thompson of Lewiston about energy department plans to put a final 
cap on radioactive material buried there. Thompson is a member of the Town of Lewiston 
Environmental Commission. 

were connected to universities. 
Olsen said the answers to his 

questions were not satisfactorq.. 
He wants to know exactly what 
relationship these scientists have 
t o  t h e  e n e r g y  d e p a r t m e n t ,  
whether they depend on govern- 
ment grants to do their research, 
or  whether any are  connected to 
nuc l ea r  i n d u s t r y .  If t h e y  do .  
they're not exactly neutral, he 
said. 

Any final decision on what to 
do with the site has to be open to 
public participation under the Na- 
tional Environmental Policy Act, 

Olsen said. But Kirk said he was 
not sure what sort of public re- 
view, if any, under NEPA"\?ould 
take place after the academy fin- 
ished their review. 

The  Environmental Protection 
Agency ,  s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
Health and state Department of 
Environmental Conservation are 
all against the energy depart- 
ment's proposed plan. They say 
that the radioactive residue bur- 
ied in Lewiston is of too high a 
level to be contained there using 
the lower standards the energy 
department wants to use. 
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